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Preface
The Regional KZN Conference “Topology and Analysis in Applications”, 12–16 July 2004, Durban, was the
first conference of this nature in the beautiful province of KwaZulu-Natal. Its purpose was to promote mathematics
in this region of South Africa, and to bring together local mathematicians and participants in the 19th “Summer”
Conference on Topology and its Applications of AMS, 5–9 July 2004, University of Cape Town. However, our regional
conference developed into an independent mathematical event with some participants attending both conferences and
some coming only to KwaZulu-Natal.
The organizing committee was composed entirely of members of the School of Mathematical Sciences, University
of KwaZulu-Natal: Jacek Banasiak, Erwin Brüning, and Valentin Gutev; and had the constant support of the head of
the School at that time, Sunil Maharaj.
The conference was attended by 30 participants coming from 15 countries: Canada, Czech Republic, Finland,
France, Iran, Italy, Japan, The Netherlands, New Zealand, Slovenia, South Africa, Spain, Turkey, Ukraine, and USA.
The participants presented 26 talks in 4 days, 12 of which were invited and 14 were contributed presentations.
The conference took place in Didima Conference Centre, in the Cathedral Peak Valley in the heart of the
Ukhahlamba Drakensberg Park—a World Heritage Site surrounded by living tapestry of old and new images of Africa.
We also offered our participants an organized tour to the Rock Art Centre at Didima, where they got acquainted with
the history of the Bushmen inhabitance in the Drakensberg area and their art. The day-to-day running of the confer-
ence and the well-being of all its participants was very efficiently looked after by the Manager of the centre, Wendy
van Schoor, to whom we owe many thanks.
The Conference was sponsored by the National Research Foundation of South Africa which contributed towards the
travel costs, accommodation, and subsistence of some Keynote Speakers, and provided a generous grant towards the
general expenses of the Conference. Other sponsors included the School of Mathematical Sciences of the University
of KwaZulu-Natal and its Hanno Rund Fund, International Mathematical Union, the East Coast Region of the South
African Breweries, KZN Tourist Junction, and the Davenport Branch of First National Bank at Durban.
I would like to express my best gratitude to all participants (including the ones who could not come for various
reasons) who contributed to the success of a conference organized in the first year of the new University of KwaZulu-
Natal. I am very grateful to all participants who further contributed original research papers, and to all referees for the
hard work and courtesy that facilitated my task as a Guest Editor. In this regard, I also express my special gratitude to
Jerry E. Vaughan for his invaluable editorial guidance and help during the preparation of this special issue of Topology
and its Applications.
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